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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, October 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 
via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

Absent:  
 
 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 
rise for the pledge of allegiance.   Mayor Picinich asked everyone to please 
keep in mind that as we see these numbers begin to rise again with COVID 
cases if we could please keep in mind that these are not just numbers; these 
are real people who are sick and suffering.  Each of them is attached to a 
family that loves them dearly and this is a very challenging time for all, and 
it is important that we do all we can to maintain our individual responsibility 
for keeping ourselves and others safe.   

 
 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 
October 19, 2020 

6:45 PM – Interview – Board of Ethics 
 

 
Public Hearing- Zoning Amendment 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 
Mayor Picinich opened the public hearing by saying that it deals with a zoning 

change related to a builder bonus, for the development on the North and South Moger 
lots.  In exchange for benefits that we value we would be making some amendments.  
The first one was already included and is currently part of the code and that is an 
additional story in the North Moger lot in exchange for full replacement of parking.  
Other things that we valued and wanted was interior civic space so that we can house 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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our Arts Council and have space for other community groups.  Also, some affordable 
units at a lower AMI (Area Median Income) than market rate.  In exchange, again, the 
additional 10ft in height, reduced setbacks specifically where there are public parking 
spaces, to allow the interior space to be included for our Arts Council to be considered 
civic space, and then to maintain both the underlying building coverage and 
development coverage that is currently existing in the zoning district.  Those are the 
items that are outlined here.  We had comment last week and one particular gentleman 
put a tremendous time and effort into this.  Mr. Buergler went out of his way to review 
all of the documents and provided some wonderful insights, asked a lot of questions that 
didn’t just deal with this legislation, but dealt broadly with the whole development.  He 
provided some great thoughts for us to consider so she thanked him for that.   She 
asked that people be let in from the waiting room and if they could state their name and 
address prior to comment.  
 

Linda Longo who lives at 25 Stewart Place began by thanking the Board her the 
opportunity to express her concerns.  She is a longtime resident of Mount Kisco who has 
lived here for 22.5 years.  Those who live downtown have had to cope with noise and 
dust from a couple of construction and renovation projects.  As a result of these 
projects, her life has recently become horrible.  What she wanted to share was the 
difference between construction management and various developments and the 
negative impact of construction projects on our neighborhood residents.  The best 
managed project was the renovation of the Tommy Copper parking lot.  It was done in a 
timely fashion and it had no negative impact on the neighborhood.  The Charles Schwab 
building took much longer than expected to be completed and the companies involved 
took care to remedy problems that they did not foresee.  The tall wooden fence that was 
put up shielded the public from the dust, but the noise was deafening.  We regret that 
these trees were cut down in favor of the ground level; flowers and plants and trees 
once lined South Moger.  She continued to say that she contacted the company 
managing the fire house construction on Green Street which has put up a 6 foot net type 
barrier.  The noise when they started breaking ground was horrible and nearly constantly 
was at 8:00 a.m.  What she is trying to express is that it is really important that the 
Village review the construction plans on such a large project as Kirby goes above and 
beyond the industry standard of noise and dust management.  The construction 
management plan should include specifics on types of noise, and material.  In the last 
several months it has been really bad here at Stewart Heights.  We had a terrace 
collapse, and she is listening to jack hammering, listening to noise on the train tracks, 
she hears the horns blowing from the fire house, the fire engines, it is just so noisy.  She 
moved to Mount Kisco to have some quiet.  She lived in Yonkers for many years and 
loved when she moved here for the quiet and now it’s really disturbing.  She is not a well 
person and has to close her windows because of the noise.  She wishes the Board would 
consider this impact.  A lot of people are complaining, but no one wants to come to the 
meetings to express themselves.  She would love to come in person, but can’t because 
of her health conditions.  She moved here for the main reason of wanting a nice little 
quaint place and she thinks by changing the structure of Moger Avenue; she is not 
happy about it.  It is going to change the parking and it won’t be quaint, but she said 
she knows it’s a done deal. She thanked the Board for allowing her to speak. 

  
Trustee Squirrell stated that this project was not a done deal and some of the 

concerns that she is expressing may be addressed in another meeting, but this is not a 
done deal.  Ms. Longo was happy to hear that it wasn’t a done deal because she has a 
lot of concerns from working in a hospital for so many years; is this going to be an 
overload on schools even though we are hoping those who move in are from the city, 
but they are not going to work anymore.  We can’t get our stores in town to be rented 
and now a whole new development.  She received an increase in her maintenance in the 
building and she is getting chilled with everything in Mount Kisco.  She thought this 
would be where she could call home and she is just not happy.   
 

John Rhodes began by saying that this has taken a lot of work and understands 
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that the Board has been working very hard on this, but he thinks that some of the issues 
that people have raised, in fact they have raised all the way back to the design meetings 
we had on the comprehensive plan still, in his opinion, haven’t been effectively 
addressed.  As both a downtown resident and Chair of the CAC he’s shared his concerns 
about traffic, about the scale of the project, the loss of metered parking, pedestrian 
safety, lack of open space, and reduction of walkability, and also about the failure to 
incorporate the key concerns that were expressed during a lot of these meetings.  It 
seems to be in the opposite direction.  Tonight, he wanted to focus on one important 
concern that is in danger of being ignored and actually even exacerbated by the passage 
of this amendment and acceptance of the letter of intent and plan and that is a 
construction management plan.  Before he gets into that, there are two things that he 
had mentioned at the last meeting and answers weren’t as interactive as it is tonight.  
He wanted to do a quick fact check on those answers.  Maybe you have up to date 
information on this and he would be glad to hear it.  The issue of the metered parking in 
the South Moger garage; he understands that the answer was there would be more 
parking, but right now there are somewhere in the neighborhood of 100 – 120 metered 
spaces in South Moger that are on the ground level right across the street from all the 
shops on South Moger, and to some extent, people park there and walk right across the 
street into the shops.  From what he understands of the current plan there will still be 
some metered parking in the South Moger lot, but it will not be on the ground floor, and 
it will be reduced in number.  People will be forced to park upstairs or they will have to 
park in the North Moger lot and walk to a lot of these stores, especially stores like Robin 
said, mothers with kids in tow are not going to want to park up in the North lot and drag 
the kids to South Moger.  Since it is a reduction in convenience and those stores are also 
going to be impacted by the construction it is a double whammy for them.  He would 
appreciate if there was an up to date and accurate picture of how many metered parking 
spaces there will be in the South Moger garage and where it will be because he thinks 
both of those things are important.  The second one from the last hearing was a 
question on the 100% development coverage and the extra building height in the zoning 
amendment; the question was, why does it have to be addressed in the zoning 
amendment?  The answer was this was something they were able to do under the old 
zoning, but since the overlay zoning states that the applicant can choose between the 
old or new zoning it doesn’t seem necessary to include this in a zoning amendment 
unless they are trying to do what they couldn’t do which is both; have their cake and eat 
it too.  The CAC is particularly concerned about the 100% coverage because that could 
totally eliminate any green space.  There have been a number of things in front of the 
Planning Board over the last couple of months where they have been very adamant 
about not increasing development coverage because there was already just a little patch 
of grass and one or two trees and by eliminating that 10% of coverage you are saying 
that you don’t have to have grass margins or shrubs along the walk ways and he doesn’t 
think that is something we should give away in the zoning amendment.  Those are his 
points from last week.  Specifically, he would like to talk about the issue of a 
construction and management plan, and in discussing that, who is going to benefit from 
delaying the discussion of this construction management plan.  There are plenty of 
situations in other towns and in this one where that was very carefully spelled out.  He 
lived in White Plains when a similar development went up and it disrupted businesses 
and the quality of life for residents for several years.  There was tons of noise, dust, 
pollution, construction traffic, trucks going in and out all the time.  It really turned the 
neighborhood upside down and there are ways to control it.  We have been asking ever 
since the downtown design meetings to have the construction management plans be one 
of the first things just to see what the applicants were going to do.  That was turned 
down with something to the effect of we don’t want to include something that will scare 
people away or keep them from applying.  He thinks there is another issue related to 
that and that is that there is a clause in the letter of intent and attached plan which 
seems to make it almost impossible late in the process for the Planning Board or anyone 
else to ask for a strong construction management plan.  That is specifically in the clause 
that protects the developer and the construction plan from any restrictions under SEQR.  
He quoted, “if the SEQR review results in a set of findings under which provisions of the 
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transaction documents cannot be competed in accordance of the terms, this condition or 
precedent shall be deemed not satisfied unless the parties hereto agree to modify the 
contract to comply with the SEQR findings.” He went onto say that maybe Whitney could 
enlighten him on that, but he thinks that means that basically if there is a SEQR finding 
which requires some remediation or correction or something more than what is in the 
agreement that you sign with them, they could simply say that we are going to cancel 
the whole agreement.  That gives them a tremendous sword over the head of the 
Planning Board or anyone else who tries to do anything because they can say if you 
make us do that we will walk away.  You might say with local developers that they won’t 
do that; they are in the community and want to continue to do business, but this is not a 
local developer.  This is a very tough, very large New York City developer, who by the 
way is being sued by the EPA for violating the American with Disabilities Act and they 
are also a major contributor to political campaigns.  This is not someone you can just 
stare down so he thinks it is important that we take that clause out so that when the 
Planning Board says your plan to have 100 trucks a day and they say 50 they can come 
back and say no, we don’t accept that and are canceling the whole project because you 
are giving them that sword to do that.  People think that I am making such a big deal 
about this construction plan, but his experience in White Plains and in other towns shows 
that it is really important when you are doing a development in the middle of a 
residential area and downtown is a residential area.  A lot of people who live on the 
outskirts of town don’t think so, but there are thousands of people who live downtown 
especially in Stewart Heights, where he lives, and Barker Street, all up and down 
Lexington Avenue, and he thinks it is important that their well-being be taken into 
consideration when negotiating this contract because without a strong construction 
management plan merchants and residents can be faced with months filled with choking 
dust and ear splitting construction noise.  If the Planning Board tried to impose any safe 
guards, they would be under the gun from this clause which should be eliminated.  All 
these challenges in terms of the noise, dust, pollution, and traffic during construction all 
have solutions; he’s worked on projects that have had these solutions, but they are 
expensive.  It wasn’t just a chain linked fence with some plastic, it had sound barriers 
with dust suppression, it included eliminated traffic issues, but this cost was a developer 
cost and we need to negotiate all that while we have leverage.  These are a couple of the 
reasons he thinks that this should be a priority.  In closing, he would like to repeat the 
CAC’s call for public forums to educate all the people in town on the details of this deal 
prior to passing the zoning amendment and to give the public an opportunity to express 
their concerns in an interactive setting like the design meetings.  

 
Ralph Vigliotti began by saying he wasn’t able to hear the others comments.  He 

went on to say that he believes at some point the public should see the sight lines from 
the North Moger Avenue building as seen from different spots in the Village to see 
whether or not there are any sight lines or viewscapes to Kisco Mountain or Captain 
Merritt’s Hill.  He wasn’t able to see that on the Village website.  Also on the website, he 
saw beautiful renderings, but not enough to really get a complete understanding of the 
different views from both the South Moger and the North Moger buildings including the 
parking structure.  While you see the South Moger building, it is a beautiful view and it is 
a nice looking building as you stand looking west, but you don’t see what the building 
looks like facing north like from Citibank or Kirby Plaza looking south; you don’t see 
what the building and parking garage look from the train station and he thinks that is 
very important for residents to see.  Additionally, the same thing with the North Moger 
lot, it seems to be two buildings and way out in the distance you see what appears to be 
the parking structure, the staircase and maybe the elevator, but you don’t see any 
views.  That needs to be seen; the folks in the Village should see where the parking 
meters are located.  He thinks a full plan showing the entire layout of the North Moger 
complex, the street and what it looks like on paper; Kirby Plaza and the new parking 
structure attached to the South Moger lot.  Right now there seems to be a lot that’s 
missing.  He leaves that with the Board; he has seen a lot in his day where developers 
actually do a full blown model, they are very expensive not encouraging or discouraging 
that, but there is nothing like a full blown model for a project of this size and complexity 
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showing everything, the buildings, how traffic is moving with a full model; that is not 
there.  The zoning amendments, was a notice sent out to the residents abutting or those 
within x number of feet of the North Moger lot advising them of this change.  Mr. 
Brancati answered no.  Mr. Vigliotti continued to say ok because he didn’t get one and 
he wasn’t sure if he was the only one that didn’t get one.  He would think that notices 
would go out to those residents, he kept asking his renters if they had received anything 
from the Village and was told no.  There are ten (10) maybe twelve (12) houses that 
back up to that parking structure and this zoning amendment is reducing that set back 
to 30 feet, he thinks it should be 50 feet from those residential homes.  He is concerned 
about that, those owners are not aware of this and we are moving along.  That doesn’t 
include the 90% coverage, it includes the setbacks and he is not sure why that was not 
done.  That’s it as far as his comments.  He guesses since the Board will be voting on 
this amendment which includes changing these setbacks, that those residents should be 
made aware and fully notified and maybe anyone on North Moger; you have to go 500 
feet that includes the residents of One Barker Street.  Some residents has asked how 
could they get, if they were commuting to NYC, from Captain Merritt’s Hill, are they 
coming down the hill on Main Street, making a left from Bicycle World into the parking 
structure? Is that where they would be parking?  Mr. Brancati replied yes just as they 
enter into the North Moger lot now.  Mr. Vigliotti continued on, ok it’s just that it gets a 
little more complicated as you ask x amount residents to do this and then you are 
adding all those who are displaced from the South Moger lot now being moved to the 
North Moger lot including merchants, including residents now to the parking structure.  
He thinks that he has been to HomeGoods and coming out of the lot onto Main Street 
can be treacherous and right now it’s just HomeGoods and some parking, and this 
pandemic has slowed down some of those parking spaces being used.  He thinks we 
need to take a closer look at those items he has mentioned, he thanked the Board for 
their time.  

 
Mayor Picinich mentioned that Mr. Vigliotti sits on the Planning Board and has for 

a very long time and provides good insight, so we appreciate him taking the time out 
tonight. 

 
Michael Kirsch of 7 Gerber Court began by saying that he was here to listen, he 

doesn’t know much about this.  His concerns are whether or not this is the right time to 
do all that building, we have many empty store fronts and to have new commercial 
property might harm some existing places.  He has concerns about parking and special 
concerns for senior citizens.  Is it expected for a senior citizen to walk from the North 
Garage if they decide to go to the city or not.  He doesn’t know that.  He enjoys the 
parking permit, obviously he hasn’t been to the city in a while, but when he did it is very 
convenient and hopes that would be considered.   He has concerns about people going 
into the parking garage and possibly having criminal activity there and being harmed.  
He has said before that the elevator at the station is disgraceful at times, with human 
feces and urine, and wonders what will be done with this new elevator to say that the 
developer would be responsible isn’t enough.  In the long term, will police be there to 
meet the trains, will cameras be put in place to protect people.  It would be a shame to 
do all this and have someone get hurt.  The last thing I want to say is I told you so 
because he hopes that would not be so.   Some of the other communities are building 
similar to ours, do we think we are going to attract more people especially with these 
difficult times.  Traffic continues to be a concern; he was on his way to Millwood the 
other day and the traffic in that area was tremendous.  Those are his general thoughts 
and he thanked them for listening. 
 

Harry McCartney began by thanking the Board for their efforts and their work 
across the board, Whitney and Ed and the whole crew.  He wanted to start with, and a 
lot of the people on this call, were at the work sessions for the comprehensive plan and 
the one thing, he got up about four (4) times during those sessions to see whether the 
over all project management would come up with an answer and this question comes 
from managing projects for IBM for 30 years and a factor is the success, is a critical 
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dependency or some item that if you do not address it, the implementation of your 
project will fail and that is why it is critical.  His main topic is traffic, we all agree and got 
acknowledgement from a lot of people that we are a hub, 133 coming from the west , 
172 coming from the east and 117 north and south and then our connecting little streets 
that people use to get to those main roads; Lexington, West Main, South Moger; so we 
have a problem now, we have a traffic problem now. Will anyone dispute that sitting 
here because if it is not a problem that is being acknowledged than he has a problem 
with empirical evidence that he sees.  So we know that is the case now in addition to 
that he is going to call out a few commercial operations; FedEx, UPS, USPS, Amazon, 
carriers, delivery.  He has the great experience (inaudible) 270 apartments in 3 buildings 
so you have a very compact living situation.  Come by sometime and watch the delivery 
trucks and watch them block you in your parking space and waiting there while they are 
delivering and what can you do.  That is not going to go away, those deliveries are going 
to increase.  Grub Hub, let me order my dinner, let me order let me order; more traffic.  
Now what are we doing with this project, we are adding in a condensed area more 
traffic.  So if you do not resolve a critical dependency what are we doing rushing to a 
contract in January or February, it is an intractable problem because we are dependent 
on the County or State roads to change something dramatically.  His question is what is 
the rush, what is the rush to go to contract when you haven’t solved a critical 
dependency that we talked about during the comprehensive plan how ever many years 
ago and has been recognized.  He wanted to leave that with them as well as the 
uncertainty of the world today from a commercial, residential, community stand point 
with COVID-19 when we have dynamics that we do not know where they are going and 
the effect it has on all of these.   Crucial constructive management says that we step 
back, take a deep breath, and let some of this play out.  Traffic is a problem and is going 
to stay a problem especially with all the new businesses that would be coming 
downtown.   
 

Judith Sage of 18 Foxwood Circle began by saying that most of what she would 
have said was said.  What John had said about relating to Gotham, and she had 
mentioned it as well, in 2018 when they bid to be selected they said that they did not 
have pending claims against them and subsequently in 2019 the Fair Housing Justice 
Center sued Gotham for multiple violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act in their 
project in NYC.  There is somehow a problem with transparency if they did not relay that 
information to the Village or the Village did not update their citizens on this change in 
status because giving them a 99 year lease on our land that we own, can be sued for 
ADA violations, is important information.  Not to mention that many or all of us have 
someone who is disabled or has the potential to become disabled and we wouldn’t want 
to be a part of a company that is being sued for not following the ADA which is a law 
that has been in place for 30 years.  That is her first piece and she is very concerned 
about that.  Her second piece, referred to Chris Hayes who has a podcast called “Why is 
this happening”; she wanted to share information from a couple of articles that she 
found.  Common Cause in NY published an article about the real estate board in NY and 
their contributions to all the new legislators.  At that time Gotham’s Joel Picket had 
donated to Albany legislators $428,800 and then another $164,485 and the real estate 
board’s contribution to upstate NY Senators outside of NYC for tax breaks and lax 
regulations worth $17.1 million.  So she wonders with all these Villages, not just us, and 
she knows the interest in this project preceded the current Mayor.  More recently in 
December of 2019 pro public published an article about up zoning in NYC and she 
believes that is what this public hearing is somewhat addressing.  The article says tax 
abatements based on a percentage of affordable housing as well as space for a non-
profit usually nets a tax abetment.  So the public has been asking for the pubic space to 
be placed in Shopper’s Park, but that would hurt Gotham because it would have that 
space in Kirby Plaza for a tax abatement.  The article goes on to say that real estate is 
an enormously profitable business and developers making money should be paying 
taxes, period.  These buildings create new infrastructure needs in these neighborhoods, 
whether it is ambulance or fire, and that tax revenue is to address those new challenges.  
The article goes on to state that developers like Gotham exist to make money of course, 
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but without a doubt they are making less money if they earmark a portion of the 
development for nonprofit space and affordable housing.  Quoting the article, “so what is 
a developer to do, petition the city to build bigger,” and that is exactly what Gotham has 
asked Mount Kisco to agree to.  We are hearing that is what we want to do.  The article 
concludes, “eliminating even more sky and air for everyone, we need to remember what 
happens outside of buildings is as important as what happens inside.”  So overall, in 
summery she would say that Gotham has a lot of power here that we are giving them 
and that she agrees with everything that everyone else has said and that this is not 
wise.  
 

Bill Schmitz of 903 Kensington Way began by saying that he wanted to speak 
about parking in particular during construction.  He read in one of the newspapers that 
the developer is proposing, if he is permitted to add an additional story to his building, 
to increase his parking to 100% of capacity of the current parking and he is somewhat 
confused by that because he thought that 100% of the parking existing was a given 
from the start.  Is he correct?  Mayor Picinich replied that she is not sure what the article 
said, but all of the existing parking is being replaced along with additional parking.  Mr. 
Schmitz also wanted to point out that in evaluating parking in his mind, North Moger 
parking is not equal to South Moger parking in terms of proximity to the stores and 
access to the train so that needs to be taken into consideration in looking at the balance.  
He also questions what will happen to that parking during the construction phase of this 
project.  The contractor will come in with his footprint, he will barricade his area; he will 
need additional space for cranes and equipment; he will need parking for his trucks and 
his workers, and we are talking a period of time of 8 -12 months during which that 
parking will not become available and he thinks that this is going to be extremely 
harmful to the fragile businesses in the downtown area.  The commuters will manage to 
handle themselves; they will go to another station or carpool or whatever, but the 
businesses will be in jeopardy and that should be taken into consideration by staging by 
starting with the North Moger lot and not be allowed to start work in the other lot until 
the one was completed.  He is not sure if that is possible, but that would be a start.  
 

Markus Buergler began by saying that he sent over the last few days a few things 
addressing the proposed zoning amendment to what extend things that should be 
included.  Obviously, we would like to avoid the overcrowding of the downtown and 
checking that we have the best possible circulation enhancing what makes Mount Kisco 
unique which is this subtle park along the Branch Brook leading all the way to the Marsh 
Sanctuary likewise, the implementation in phases; we wouldn’t do everything at the 
same time.  As well the RFP suggested a pedestrian connection all the way from Town 
Hall and the Library to Starbucks and continuing to a pedestrian crossing connecting to 
the train station.  That will separate site 1 into two equal pieces and will allow that to be 
done in phases and that would as well reduce the impact during construction of 
downtown.  And just to see when the due diligence is completed; the last publication 
indicated that due diligence is still ongoing and part of that should be soil testing to see 
if there are any contaminants and you know on site 2 across the train station there is an 
empty lot that continues to be empty because of soil contamination so we need to make 
sure that all the environmental concerns are addressed prior to an agreement and prior 
to construction.  On the RFP page 7, where you show the pedestrian circulation, it would 
be good to have a conceptual site plan where the developer would show not just the 
rendering, but a conceptual site plan similar to what you have in the RFP on page 7.  
These are his main issues.  
 
 Mayor Picinich stated that the public hearing would stay open longer for anyone 
who may want to jump in; we will keep it open during this meeting.  She went on to 
introduce Mr. Derek Anderson to give us an update.  
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Community Health Update - Derek Anderson, Director, Northwell Hospital 
 

Mr. Anderson presented the following:  
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1) Communications: 
a. Hebrew Congregation Thank you 

 
 

b. Request - Menorah Lighting Dec 10th 
 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 
approve the request to hold the Menorah lighting on Thursday, December 10th at 6:30 
p.m. with a limit of 50 people in attendance following all COVID protocols; all in favor:  
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 
 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
 

a. Water Report 
 Mr. Brancati began by saying that water production for September was a little 
more than 37,000,000 gallons for an average of 1.23 million gallons per day which is 
down from our August average.  As the weather cools we see production drop which is 
consistent.  Byram Lake was at 91% at the beginning of the month and was at 88% at 
the end of the month.  We will see that rise as consumption drops with the change in 
seasons. 
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b. Early voting information 
 Mr. Brancati advised residents interested in early voting that ALL early voting 
would be taking place at the gym at the Memorial Pool Complex in Leonard Park 
beginning Saturday, October 24th through Sunday, November 1, 2020.  He advised of 
the times they would be available with those times being posted on our website and 
cable channel.  He also advised that there would be a ballot drop off box for those who 
wanted to drop off their absentee ballots in person.  
 

c. Collection Update 
 Mr. Brancati stated that all Village offices would be closed on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020 for Election Day.  Bottles and cans will be picked up on Monday, 
November 2, 2020.   
 

d. Census Update 
Mr. Brancati wanted to share, as some have seen on the news, the Census concluded 

their count on October 15th and the Village completed the 2020 Census with a 75.5% 
self-response rate.  The final number will come out after all the enumerators finish their 
data reporting. 
 

5) Board Reports: 
 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Italian American Club celebrated 
their heritage with a Columbus Day ceremony with music and a large outdoor lunch 
following.  It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves and sharing their 
heritage.  The Arts Council held a meeting and they are cooking up some events for the 
future including some buildings that might become artists’ canvases for walls of tribute 
for “Hometown Hero” interpretations.  Also to come are talks of a sculpture garden and 
zoom classes; stay tuned.  They are also looking to add music to the gazebo for the 
Halloween event taking place on South Moger on Halloween morning.  The annual 
Scarecrow contest sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce is also underway; vote for 
your favorite online with the winner being announced on Halloween.  Also if you haven’t 
had a chance to take a look, the Annual Photo Exhibition is on display in the community 
room in the Library; it is available until the end of the month.  Please have a safe 
Halloween and continue to follow social distance protocols.  
  
 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month and was asked to share some information.  In the US, 1 in 8 women will be 
diagnosed with Breast Cancer and 500 will die from it.  She wanted to acknowledge, she 
was just alerted to this, in our very own community we lost a 35 year old mother to 
Breast Cancer in March.  Her name was Emily Garnet and her husband Christian and 4-
year old son still live in Mount Kisco.  If you can donate to a cancer foundation it would 
be helpful.  Trustee Schleimer also wanted to point out that beyond all of that to reach 
out to someone who is suffering and offer a hand, a drive to a doctor is meaningful and 
means a lot to those in need.   
 
 Trustee Squirrell began by thanking Trustee Schleimer for those thoughts that 
he will keep close to mind.  He thanked the Mayor for advising him the tennis courts are 
open.  Every day he drives by and they seem to be full which is great.  He wished 
everyone a happy and safe Halloween and to remember to wear masks and practice 
social distancing.  
 
 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the EDC has been very busy under the 
leadership of new Chair Keith Ferguson.  They have been looking at the new 
development on the Moger lots and plan to make a presentation to this Board at the 
next meeting with their economic point of view.  They also continue to work on making 
progress on the extensions to our website, having done some filming in the last couple 
of days, we can look forward to some great additions to our website.   
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 Mayor Picinich began by saying that in Westchester County, as of today, there 
are more than 1,000 active cases; bear in mind we had half of that in the recent past 
and this number has not been this high since the first week in June.  Currently, in 
Westchester there are fifty-eight (58) individuals who are hospitalized; for some 
perspective at the beginning of October there were only twenty-seven (27) people 
hospitalized.  The County Executive is referring to this as a swift increase that everyone 
has to be aware of to continue to try and combat this.  Here in the Village, as of today, 
we have ten (10) active cases; seven (7) of those are from two (2) different families.  
These are people not just numbers who can get very sick.  We posted something on 
Facebook and wanted to share that the CDC has identified traditional trick or treating, 
trunk o’ treats and large gatherings as activities that are high risk for spreading the virus 
so they are asking for folks to reimagine and reconsider how they plan on celebrating 
Halloween.  You want to be able to have activities that limit multiple contacts, you want 
to avoid large gatherings, particularly indoors.  The Village is hosting a few activities; 
one being a drive in movie at Leonard Park.  Two movies will be shown that evening; 
Hotel Transylvania and IT.  Our inclusion think tank met and want to do the work to 
become a formal Board in the Village.  She is going to ask them to write an outline of 
goals and objectives that can be presented to this Board to determine how we would like 
to proceed.  Mayor Picinich continued on to say that she was going to host open office 
hours on October 24th where you can ask questions or share ideas.  Mayor Picinich also 
advised residents that the County Executive is holding a hearing on the County Budget 
tomorrow at the Mount Kisco Library.  The State of the County that has been postponed 
will be given on October 22nd on Facebook live and the Westchester County Police 
Reform and Reinvention Task Force is having a public comment session on October 27th.   
Mayor Picinich went on to say that we are very good about sharing information via 
Facebook and we have now added our Facebook feed right onto the main page of the 
Village website so you can keep up with all the information being shared on a daily basis.   
 
 Mayor Picinich wanted to touch on our public hearing prior to getting into new 
business.   She noted that there were a lot of comments from residents and there is 
information that residents shared and provided.  In her opinion we should keep this 
public hearing open and make sure that proper notifications are sent out to the 
properties bordering the development and allowed time to give their opinions as they 
would be most effected by this zoning amendment.  
 
 Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to continued the conversation of the civic space; 
she wanted to bring it up one more time that if there was a way to bring the Art 
Council’s civic space over to the South Moger lot.  There seems to be support for this 
change around town as it would be more accessible and walkable to shops and local 
restaurants.  She also believes it will add more life and excitement to the Village in that 
location.  Gotham has been reasonable thus far and she sees no harm in asking them if 
that space can be relocated.  She is asking for a discussion with Gotham about this 
change in location.   
 
 Trustee Schleimer added that in the beginning of this project she believes the 
civic space was going to be in the South Moger lot.  She too believes that location is 
more accessible and would serve the Village better in the South Moger location.   She 
thinks it would be a disservice to have it in the North Moger lot. 
  
 Mayor Picinich said that as we are looking at all the parts and pieces and we 
are looking at what would benefit Mount Kisco residents in her opinion, this is not a high 
priority.  Where it is currently located is right as you drive into the North Moger lot on 
the left.  Respectfully, she said she does not know when the North Moger lot became the 
hinterlands of the Village; it is simple across the street where people shop at Bicycle 
World and Mount Kisco Sports.  Any conversation can certainly be had, but when we are 
looking at the bigger picture, she respectfully puts forward that this is not the most 
important thing that she would put to the top and negotiate on.  This is her perspective. 
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 Deputy Mayor Farber replied that she heard where the Mayor was coming from, 
but this is the last time that this conversation can be had for any changes.  If it doesn’t 
work, it doesn’t work. 
 
 Trustee Squirrell agrees that this is a conversation to be had, but asked if it 
was premature as the contract has not been finalized.  We are talking about this project 
as if it were a “done deal”; he suggests that they discuss this in an executive session. 
    
 Trustee Grunthal agrees that the discussion can be had, but the current 
location is closer to the restaurants on East Main Street than it would be in the South lot.  
People shop at HomeGoods and so it is simply across the street.  In the South Moger lot 
we would be giving up prime real estate and financially that is a concern as well.  Those 
financials were shown to us and we accepted them earlier in this process, but he would 
be happy to bring this change in location up to Gotham.  
 
 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business:  
 

a. Board Appointment - Board of Ethics 
 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Farber to appoint Stacy Witz to the Board of Ethics; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Wall of Honor Application 
 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that this application is for James Gmelin for 
the Wall of Honor in Leonard Park.  There is a petition of a little more than seventy (70) 
people who agree that he should be placed on the Wall of Honor.  He continued on to 
say the Jim Gmelin has served on the Conservation Advisory Council since 2008; served 
as a highly active volunteer and chairman; served as a volunteer at the Botanical 
Gardens in the Bronx where he has brought his knowledge and advice to the Village.  He 
introduced “No-Mow Zones” and has followed up on the maintenance of those zones; he 
supported the food scrap recycling program; he has worked with the elementary school 
to release fish and plant trees; he supported Arbor Day events; he initiated the Natural 
Resource Inventory (NRI) which was adopted by the Village Board as a statutory 
resource for Planning Board approvals.  He has also maintained the Flewellyn Pollinator 
Garden; he was a founding member of the Historical Society Trails Team; he serves on 
the Byram Lake Committee as a member and Chair; he guided the committee and the 
water quality.  He has served on the Tree Preservation Board and is currently the Chair; 
he reviews applications to allow or disallow the removal of trees around the Village.  Jim 
has served very hands on week after week and month after month; he also advised that 
there were a few letters of recommendation on his behalf; the Leonard Park Committee 
has already approved this application. 
  
 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Mayor 
Picinich to approve the application for Jim Gmelin to be added to the Wall of Honor; all in 
favor: 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
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  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 
 Mr. Brancati added that it was through Jim Gmelin’s hard work that the Village 
was able to achieve the Bronze level status as a Smart Community for his work on 
things like the NRI, water quality management, our tree inventory and management 
plan, and has been a great support on those projects year after year. 
 

c. Authorize Village Manager to vote at Annual Association of Towns 
Conference 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 
Schleimer to authorize the Village Manager to vote at the Annual Association of Towns 
Conference; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Abstained 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

d. Authorize Village Manager to sign Mountain Avenue License Agreement  
 Sgt. Pavone of the Westchester County Police joined the meeting to speak 
about the license agreement with the County.  Currently, on the tower they have 
equipment for their primary channel, they do not have their secondary channel up there.  
What they are looking to do is put the secondary channel which is a back up to the 
primary channel to the Countywide access, should it go down, it also acts as an aide for 
other agencies if needed and it is important right now as the primary equipment needs 
to come down for an upgrade.  This would not change the current footprint, all 
equipment would be housed in the current storage areas.  
  
 There was some discussion about the usage of the tower and whether or not 
the Village would be able to access that tower if they needed it.  It was clarified that the 
Village would not need use of this tower and had not used this tower in some years, also 
the terms of the lease is for a year.  
 
 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 
sign the license agreement on Mountain Avenue; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

e. Resolution Authorizing Application to the NYS Office of General Services 
for a portion of the North Moger Lot subject to approval by Village 
Attorney 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the resolution before the Board was going 
to be a bit of a conversation.  For the purpose of the public, a portion of the North lot is 
restricted to be used only for parking, highway, or beautification purposes and in order 
for us to continue to take steps to develop that lot we need to remove those restrictions 
on a portion of the lot; this application is requesting us to buy it out from the State of 
New York to be able to use that for mixed use development.  This application is to begin 
the process to do the appraisals of the land to come up with a price to agree on for the 
portion of the land where the restrictions would be removed. 
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 There was some discussion amongst the Board, the Village Attorney, and the 
Village Manager regarding the terms and conditions of the appraisals; to add language to 
the resolution, and the restrictions of the land currently.   
  
 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 
adopt the resolution to authorize the application to the NYS Office of General Services 
for a portion of the North Moger lot; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 
 
8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on October 16, 2020 for the months of August 
and September 2020 as follows:  

 
General Fund     $ 149,837.97 
Water Fund     $   44,457.08 
Sewer Fund     $   50,129.12 
Library Fund     $   10,344.57 
Capital Fund     $ 365,700.38 
Trust Fund      $   14,858.56 

    TOTAL   $ 635,327.68 
 

 All in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 
9) Minutes: 

 
a. VB- Regular Meeting – September 10, 2020 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Farber to accept the minutes for the September 10, 2020 meeting as submitted; all in 
favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 
 
10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 
11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 9:42 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 
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